the confusing literature on the subject. Nomograms and tables quoted for fetal maturity and other estimations are only those which are based on proven and sound mathematical principles. The chapters on the methodology and application of measurements for fetal age are an especially helpful feature. A wide range of fetal pathology which may now be demonstrated by modern realtime equipment is comprehensively described and depicted by profuse, well labelled illustrations. In line with the practical nature of the book diagnostic pitfalls are included, together with differential diagnoses of various ultrasonographic appearances and approaches to particular clinical problems. There is a short chapter on the use of ultrasound in the evaluation and management of the infertile patient. Key references are given at the end of each chapter. Some expansion, with more illustrations, of the brief chapter on trophoblastic disease would have been helpful. While ultrasound-guided amniocentesis is described, no mention is made of other recently developed interventional techniques. Notwithstanding these criticisms, this book is warmly recommended as a concise text for all who are performing obstetric ultrasound. The historical and epidemiological introduction provides essential background to readers unfamiliar with the disease, before describing the 'Long-Delayed Discovery of Cholera Toxin'. The first landmark in American contribution to cholera was the involvement of the US Naval Medical Research Unit Number 3 (NAMRU 3) in the Egyptian cholera outbreak in 1947. The work of the Unit, commanded by Robert A Phillips, proved that dehydration in cholera is isotonic, and demonstrated that rehydration with alkaline isotonicsaline could reduce the mortality rate from 20% to 5%. It was in Thailand in 1958 that accurate balance studies were first completed by the NAMRU 2 team. These led to refinements in rehydration techniques that eventually reduced mortality to below 0.6%.
But there is much more to the story than I can mention here, and I urge anyone interested in cholera to read this book. The tale is a good one, and well told.
D R BELL
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Computer Aid in Gastroenterology (Frontiers of Gastrointestinal Research, vol 7) P Rozen & F T de Dombal (ed) pp 196 SFr82 ISBN 3-8055-3770-0 Basel: Karger 1984 This well produced volume is a welcome addition to the medical literature, coming at a time when computer technology and applications are expanding rapidly. Almost all medical computer uses are covered, from complex data management systems for large hospitals to the use of microcomputers in diagnosis.
The book commences with an-overview of computer technology and terminology and a literature review of suitable applications in medicine. This is followed by a review of hospital information systems and their relevance to gastroenterology, data management in gastroenterology and endoscopy services, the use of computers in clinical decision making, the surveillance of gastrointestinal disorders, and analysis of gastroenterological literature. Dr de Dombal concludes with future progress in computer aids in gastroenterology.
This volume is informative, intelligible and a valuable addition to medical literature. Clinicians have an urgent need to read this book and explore the large bibliography it offers. This book, dated 1983, is now two years old and 4 years out of date, as there are few references later than 1980-81. This, and the fact that it is published separately from volume 5 of the series (on 'Fetal Endocrinology and Metabolism') which I reviewed earlier (Journal of the Royal Society of Medicine 78, 182), will limit its appeal and usefulness. As in the companion volume there is an excellent international cast of authors. The topics covered are: pregnancy and parturition in marsupials; endocrinology of the preimplantation period (which covers a wide range of mammalian species); prolactin and pregnancy (a good summaryrestricted to the human); human chorionic gonadotrophin (HCG) in early pregnancy; specific pregnancy proteins, a wide-ranging experimental and clinical review by A Klopper mainly of SP1, pregnancy associated plasma protein (PAPP)-A and placental protein (PP)5; human placental lactogen; oestrogen and progesterone production in human pregnancy; the role of oxytocin in parturition; and threatened abortion.
It seems to me that this book is less well planned than volume 5 and contains much material available elsewhere. I was hoping for more on the endocrinology of parturition than the (admittedly excellent) chapter on oxytocin. As in volume 5, the index is very poor. All in all, a book for the committed specialist only. Both produced one-man works which carried their author's unmistakabie style and prose. When Merritt died in 1979 the sixth edition of his textbook had just published, most of which he had still written himself. He would probably be both amazed and amused to find, some five years later, a seventh edition resulting from the collaboration of 71 of his former students to produce a new version of this well-loved text which is also a memorial to its original author. This is not now an elementary book for it has wide coverage of rare as well as common diseases, with extensive bibliography, yet for senior students it is arguably the best textbook; for postgraduates it does not consistently have the mass of information found in Walton's 'Brain's Diseases of the Nervous System' (Oxford University Press), but for the nonneurological postgraduate has all that is required and more. Indeed most consultant neurologists would find in many chapters concise descriptions of matters on which they might previously not have been quite clear. The book therefore now has a wider appeal than originally, while maintaining much of its original style. The correlation between site of lesion and physical signs and symptoms, tabulated in the way Merritt believed most useful, is faithfully followed and much of the original script and many of the original illustrations are retained, but of course CT scans abound, and with ultrasound, biochemistry, immunology, epidemiology, and even a late addition, AIDS, it has all the aspects of an easy-to-read modern text. It is difficult to find some disorders in the index, but they are there in the book if you know where to look. It is highly recommended. This book is the third in a series edited by the group and is based on the proceedings of a meeting of the British Society of Antimicrobial Chemotherapy. It deals with the role of the bacterial surface in determining the sensitivity to chemotherapeutic agents and to the host defences, the consequences of this for the ability of the organism to cause infection and the lessons to be learnt in designing strategies for disease control and prevention. Of the nine chapters, the first three are concerned with the interaction between the surface and antimicrobial agents. The next three deal with the interaction between the bacterial surface and host defences. The seventh describes the important effects of iron availability on the capacity of the organism to survive in the host. The last two deal with future strategies in the rational design of new antimicrobial agents and new vaccines respectively. The chapters are very well illustrated and are written at a level readily understood by clinicians or scientists seeking a general update on the subject. They are well referenced and so should be a valuable starting point for those wishing to learn about particular aspects in greater depth. The book is a valuable addition to the literature and is recommended to all who wish to learn more about this aspect of the interactions between bacteria, the host defences and antimicrobial agents. 
